SOJOURNERS UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
May 23, 2021

“A safe place to begin. A safe place to begin again.”
In the morning at 10:00am

DAY OF PENTECOST
Finding our Pentecost Voices

“We are a community of faith called and empowered by the Holy Spirit to walk in
the way of Jesus, by including all peoples in all walks and ways of life, in our life of
worship and celebration, nurture and growth, love and service.”
~ Covenant of Sojourners Congregation

Gathering Music

”Come, Share the Spirit”
Text and Music by Vicki Vogel Schmidt

Come share the Spirit, moving among us, weaving in and through this place.
Breaking down the walls that split and divide, bringing wholeness to embrace.
Come, Living Spirit, bloom in our hearts as when the desert bursts with life.
Take thirsty souls, fill them with your love, and remove all greed and strife.
Come, Rushing Waters, let justice roll like an everflowing stream
Till the poor find strength as they hear the good news, and the rich adopt new dreams.
Come, Blazing Fire, anoint our tongues with the messages of peace,
Till, though blind, we see, and deaf, we hear, and imprisoned, find release.
Come, Gentle Breezes, breath of all loving, given to God's chosen band.
Let us dance and feast with the broken ones, bring compassion to our land.
Come! Lift our hands in joyful applause to the Maker of the earth.
For our Father who lifts us when we fall, and our Mother who gives us birth!
Welcome, Introductions, and Announcements
Call to Worship
Dave Clarke
Liturgist:
Today we gather, via zoom and Facebook, for song and scripture, seeking
comfort and hope, seeking to be inspired as well as challenged.
All:
Speaking out loud, but muted
We gather to retell the ancient tales and ponder how God’s story
continues to unfold.
Today we tell the story of Pentecost, the story of the Holy Spirit rushing in
like a wild wind and dancing like flames upon each of the disciples,
And we will ask ourselves where we see the Holy Spirit present in
our world today.
Today we tell a story of the Holy Spirit igniting hope again. We will hear
Peter claim his identity, tell his story, and inspire others to see the Holy at
work in the world.
And we will ask ourselves if we are ready to share our own stories.
Welcome, friends. Welcome to this service of worship with all questions,
doubts, wonders, and find here an invitation to experience something
ancient and something new. Open your hearts and minds to the Spirit and
be open to learning and learning from one another. May we grow in faith,
hope, and love.
Amen.
Invocation
Liturgist:
Let us pray:
All:
Out loud, but muted
Come, O Holy Spirit.
Come as Holy Fire and burn in us, come as Holy Wind and cleanse us
within, come as Holy Light and lead us in the darkness, come as Holy Truth

and dispel our ignorance, come as Holy Power and enable our weakness,
come as Holy Life and dwell in us.
Convict us, convert us, consecrate us, until we are set free from the service
of ourselves, to be your servants to the world. Amen.
By John Newman

Prayer of Confession:
Liturgist:
Let us confess our sins on this Pentecost Sunday.

All:

Spirit of God, our prayers often ask You to be present in our lives and in
our world. But we confess that we are terrified that You might actually
show up.
Out loud, but muted
We remember the stories of You appearing as a burning bush, and
then Moses and Sarah leaving everything familiar behind.
We remember the stories of You igniting the imagination of the prophets,
and then each putting their lives on the line.
We remember the stories of You igniting courage within Shiphrah
and Puah, Deborah and Esther, Elizabeth and Mary, and then each
challenging the status quo.
We remember the stories of You inspring action within the early Church,
compelling them all to embrace something completely foreign and new.
We confess, Dear Spirit, we are afraid You will call us to move
outside our comfort zones. We are afraid You will kindle a passion
within us we will be unable to ignore. We are afraid that You will
rearrange our lives beyond recognition. Forgive us for the fears that
have been holding us back from inviting You truly into our lives…

SILENCE: We invite all worship participants to use this moment of silence to personally
reflect upon the fears you may be holding on to that may inhibit your connection to the
Spirit of God. And, please do so, if and only if, you believe the Trinity is a reality.
Assurance of Pardon
Liturgist:
Beloved people of God, find comfort in the news that the Spirit of God may
be a formidable force, but She moves alongside people, like you and me,
and equips those who are open to the work ahead. Peter, known more for
his denial and disbelief than his bravery, suddenly had courage with the
Spirit beside him. The disciples, not known for being gifted
communicators, suddenly broke down barriers with the Spirit beside them.
Sojourners, do not be afraid. Remain curious. Be open to the surprise.
Celebrate that God is indeed about to do a new thing with you.
Thanks be to God!
Collections Cart
Dave Clarke
This is the time the children usually collect donations of food for the food bank
from the congregation. The Food Bank and other organizations still need your

donations, perhaps even more now than previously. It may be easier right now to
contribute financially to the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank.
Time with Children

Allison Linney

Contemporary Reading
Dave Clarke
Henri Nouwen - “Without Pentecost the Christ-event – the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus – remains imprisoned in history as something to remember, think about and
reflect on. The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within us, so that we can become living
Christs here and now.”
Scripture Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 NRSV
Dave Clarke
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked,
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us,
in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews
and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking
about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with
new wine.”
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will
show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and
smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the
coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord shall be saved.’
Liturgist:

This is the Word of God, for the People of God!

All:

(out loud, but muted)
Thanks be to God.

Special Music

“Bonse Aba”

A Zambian folk song - words from John 1:15; arranged for choir by Victor C. Johnson

The Sermon/Message
Pastor:

All:

Pastor Marvin L. Morgan

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray.

(oud, but muted)
We give you thanks Dear God for the Scriptures and for all the other means
by which you inspire us to faithful living and to seek peace and justice for
all people and the world, You have entrusted to us. Help us to place
Pentecost in its rightful place on our faith journeys and to remain open to
hearing Your still speaking voice. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering
Pastor Morgan
As people of God, we are called by the Spirit to continue the work of Jesus and the
disciples who sought to build up the beloved community. We are each equipped by the
Spirit with particular skills, gifts, passions, abilities, and experiences to continue that
work.
As we approach offering time, consider what you are open to offering this day to bring
about God’s beloved community on Earth?
This is our opportunity to give, financially, to the family that nurtures us in new growth.
[We urge you to visit our webpage and click on the “Donate or Pledge Now” tab, to
present your gifts.]
Dedication Prayer
All:
(out loud, but muted)
Bless the gifts we present, Oh God and grant that the rushing mighty winds,
moving among us, will reveal ways, yet un seen, to build the beloved community.
Amen.

Joys and Concerns
Rev. Karen Mann
It is more important than ever to hold one another in prayer. If you are participating in this
service at-home, we invite you to light a candle and remember your fellow Sojourners in
prayer. If you are watching live from home, we invite you to leave a comment, on the
“Chat” screen, with your joys or concerns, now. Please remember that this is a PUBLIC
forum and can be seen by anyone.

Pastoral Prayer by Pastor Morgan
Closing Hymn

“Breathe on Me, Breath of God”
Text by Edwin Hatch, Music by Robert Jackson

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew
That I may love the way you love and do what you would do.
Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure,
Until with you I will one will, to do and to endure.
Breathe on me, Breath of God, stir in me one desire,
That every earthly part of me may glow with holy fire.
Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die,
But live with you the perfect life of your eternity.

Closing Comments by Pastor Morgan
Benediction
Pastor Morgan
Go forth into this day and into the world in the name of God, the one who creates you;
go in the name of the Jesus who shows us the way; and go in the name of the Holy
Spirit, who is with us now and always.
All: Out loud, but muted
Amen.
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